cell rigidity, smoking or the Fahraeus effect, although each has substantial text.
I agree with the authors that there is a need for a book which bridges the gap between clinicians and transfusionists and if their ideals from the preface had been met, the book would have been invaluable. This edition has some good chapters but more are needed to really help clinicians appreciate blood component therapy. The book is worth reading but not a text to be kept on your own shelf for reference. W. J. RUSSELL
Royal Adelaide Hospital
Respiratory Intensive Care of the Adult Surgical Patient; John T. Bonner and James R. Hall; C. V. Mosby Co; CIG Medishield, 11 Khartoum Road, North Ryde, N.S.W. 2113; $56.60; pp. 263; 195x242 In the past twenty years, dramatic improvements have occurred in the understanding of pulmonary pathophysiology and consequently in the delivery of respiratory support techniques. The anesthesiologist authors of this book stress the need for early respiratory support, in specialised units, by well trained personnel for those patients with respiratory impairment following surgery, trauma or sepsis.
There are 263 pages of text, divided into seven chapters, followed by five appendices and a comprehensive index. The contents section is detailed and helpful to the reader in search of a solution to a respiratory therapy problem. Almost 200 diagrams and photographs illustrate the text. This very wellwritten and set-out text has a style of writing which simplifies comprehension and encourages further reading. Quite a strong accent is placed on the historical background to therapy and development of equipment. Similarly well covered are sections on physiology, monitoring and measurements, pharmacology and special techniques. The text certainly satisfies its aim in reaching medical students, nurses, respiratory therapists and medical staff. Although written in Atlanta, Georgia, the majority of the information presented is just as applicable to the Australian respiratory care scene.
For those who are training in respiratory care techniques there is much information available concerning airway management, nutritional support and pitfalls, vascular access, modes of ventilation, ventilator appraisals (including listing of
